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Sveta (14), Daniil (15) – Donetsk  

These children lived a normal family life in their home in Donetsk, attending school and working towards exciting 

futures that were full of possibilities and ambitions. But now, all things have been destroyed, and they had to leave 

everything behind them. All they have are a few clothes, their important documents, and a few basic necessities. 

They were torn away from their normal lives. Sveta and Daniil were so happy to attend this camp. Their parents 

cannot give them much, because even finding money for food is difficult. So they cannot afford holidays, clothes, or 

fun activities. Sveta and Daniil really enjoyed all of the games and made many new friends. Sveta especially loved 

mealtimes. After every meal, she would finish off any leftover food at her table and even took bread for later. They 

are very thankful for these nine days of happiness.  

                                   

 

Dasha:    years old.  Currently, Dasha lives in an orphanage near Kiev.   Her family lived in a small village.  She was 

with her mother and 5 brothers and sisters.   Her mother worked very hard cleaning at a farm in the village.  They 

lived in a very poor environment.  Her mother tried very hard to work and take care of the 5 children, but it was 

difficult for her.  All of the children were eventually sent to an orphanage.  Dasha had never been outside of the 

village.  She was amazed by what she saw at camp: the mountains, cabins, swimming pool, and even the sheep that 

grazed on the property.  She had never seen sheep before and asked what they were.  Dasha enjoyed all of the new 

games, crafts, making bracelets, participating in the talent show and other activities during the week.  She showed 

a lot of emotions, personality with her bright smile, and everyone benefited from being around her with her 

excitement and wonder of what was taking place at camp.  Her counselor even reported that living in the cabin at 

camp for ten days was like living in a palace.  Thank God for the tremendous gift and experience of new things for 

this little girl. 

 

 



Katya:  11 years old.  Her family is from Debaltseve in the Donetsk area.   This city experienced the greatest 

destruction during the war and very few people can live there anymore.  Katya’s family lost everything in the war.  

They had to move to Chernovtsy in Western Ukraine.   Katya’s father is currently fighting in the war with the 

Ukrainian Army.  Her mother and children have no support, but a church in their community is helping the family 

with basic necessities like food, clothing and other needs.  The church also provided a transportation for Katya to 

attend camp this summer.  It is a huge gift for her as her family is no longer able to provide an opportunity like this.   

Katya really enjoyed Biffer.  She was very excited during this time.  She was able to spend 10 happy days at camp.   

 

 

Laura:  10 years old.  Her family left the city of Torez in the Donetsk area.  Her family was displaced to a refugee 

camp in the city of Korostyshiv.  They have lived there for more than a year.  The refugee camp was previously used 

for a summer vacation place for families and children.  Now people live there year round without the comforts of 

home.  Soon this refugee camp will no longer have electricity because of increasing debt.  Her parents no longer 

have employment.  They have no way to provide for their family.  Their lives have been completely changed by the 

war in Eastern Ukraine.   This camp was a huge gift for Laura.  She enjoyed every moment during her time here.  

She will bring home crafts she made, new friendships, games, songs, and many memories.  Thank God for this time 

for the children who have experienced so much distress, sadness, and loss in their lives as a result of the war.   

 

 



Nastya – Kiev  

Nastya was born in prison to her mother, who was a drug addict. Her mother’s whereabouts are unknown. Nastya 

has spent all of her life in different social centers and orphanages. Two years ago, she was adopted. But recently, 

her adoptive mother became very sick and could not take care of her anymore, so Nastya had to return to live in 

the orphanage. She is a very difficult child with a hardened heart. Sometimes Nastya can be quite angry. She is very 

distrusting and is always afraid that someone will abandon or disappoint her again. Being in this camp during such a 

difficult time in her life was a very big gift for Nastya. She learned how to spend time and make friends with other 

kids and adults. She truly was happy here. This was the first time Nastya had enjoyed beautiful cabins, enough tasty 

food, fun activities, and sincere attention. The biggest change and gift for her was to meet some Christians who will 

be able to help her follow Jesus in a future.  

 

 

Sasha and Lyuba:  13 and 10 years old.  They have the same mother, but different fathers.  Their mother is an 

alcoholic and does not have a place for the girls to live.  On July 6, their mother was deprived of her parental rights.  

Their mother always promised to change her life, provide for the girls, and could never keep her promises.   For this 

reason, the girls were placed in an orphanage.  They have been there for three years.  The girls are very grown up 

for their age.  At camp, they were able to be kids and enjoy the activities throughout the week.  It is a very difficult 

time in their lives and it was a time for them to be with other children and adults.  They were able to experience 

happiness and joy in a safe place. Here both of them heard about Jesus as a friend and dedicated their life to Christ. 

    

 

 

 



Veronika:   6 years old.  She is from Kramatorsk in the Donetsk area. There were a big fight there.  She lives with 

her mother and little brother who is two years old.   They had to leave their home.  Her mother is trying to build a 

new life for them in Kiev.  She has found a new job and is doing her best for her children.  Veronika has a difficult 

time understanding why they had to leave their home in Kramatorsk.  She said they run away because she could 

hear people shooting and she heard the explosions in the city.  In camp, Veronika really liked the new friends she 

made both children and adults.  She enjoyed communicating with people in her own special way.  She practiced 

English words she learned during lessons.  She liked to joke with others and share her sense of humor.  Veronika 

was usually smiling and happy during this time.  Her Mom told us after the camp: “Thank you so much for helping 

our family. In our case I would never be able to provide such a great time for my girl. And not only safety, food and 

gifts. It also was such an emotional support for me personally. ” 

 

 

Yulia (15) – Lugansk 

Yulia lives in the refugee camp. Finding a job and earning money is very difficult for her parents because 

discrimination against eastern Ukrainian refugees is common. Yulia witnessed and experienced many awful events 

in her hometown, which is a war-zone. She and all the people she knew had to flee their homes and leave their 

belongings behind them. At her young age, she already carries adult burdens. That is why this camp experience was 

such a big gift for her. Like many other kids at this camp, Yulia and her family are not Christian. However, the kids 

learned about, witnessed, and received God’s love here, and they take it home to their families. She learned how to 

pray for their parents, their life problems, and their country.  

 


