
SERVENOW GAZETTE

Read about Zhenya’s time at 
camp this summer and how 
it changed her life.

See Page 2

Camp to 
Church

Lives are being transformed 
through the simple gift of 
water.

See Page 3

Water for 
Life

Join the ServeNow 
Prayer Team!

Sign up to receive bi-
weekly prayer points 
to keep in touch with 
what is happening in 

the world of ServeNow. 
More than anything, 

we need faithful prayer 
partners to intercede for 
the people we are serving 

and for God’s blessing 
on our ministry. Send 
us an email at office@

weservenow.org to sign 
up today!

Impacting Thousands More Through MediaServe

 On April 25, 2015, Nepal was struck 
with a 7.8 magnitude earthquake; the last 
big earthquake happened over 80 years 
ago. The earthquake and the aftershocks 
destroyed homes, killed people, and made 
life difficult in general. The situation is 
still not stable, and some people still live 
in temporary shelters, in need of relief 
materials and the rebuilding of their 
homes. As people live in their temporary 
shelters and in crowded communities, we 
are seeing an increase in diseases spread 
by mosquitoes. In fact, 65 out of the 75 
districts in Nepal, are vulnerable to malaria, affecting nearly 79 percent of the country’s 28 
million inhabitants. Most of the districts affected are in the eastern region of Terai; a densely 
populated area with a hot and humid climate. This breeding ground for mosquitoes increases 
the likelihood to contract malaria.

 Currently, we are in the height of summer, and people are badly affected by mosquito 
bites. Those living in poverty cannot even buy a mosquito net, and therefore have a higher 
chance of contracting malaria or other diseases such as encephalitis. ServeNow Nepal has 
provided mosquito nets to more than 600 families; however, many more are in still in need. 
Those who received the nets, were overjoyed, and we have received many testimonies. Here 
is one of them: We were forced to live in this temporary hut, with only a bare floor to sit and 
sleep on. We are still happy, but our lives are now threatened by malaria, and we don’t have 
money to buy a mosquito net. We are very concerned for our children. We are very thankful that 
ServeNow gave us a mosquito net. This is truly a lifesaving blessing for our family! The problem 
is huge, the supply limited. Please help us to reach those with desperate needs.

Avoiding Malaria

 MediaServe had its beginnings in 1993 when Frank and Leena Arthur felt called of God to publish 
a special Bible for Russian Jews. At the time, tens of thousands of Jews were emigrating from Russia to 
Israel in fulfillment of biblical prophecies, but many didn’t know the Scriptures or even possess a copy. 
In response to this need, The Star of David Bible was developed. Both Old and New Testaments were 
included, and a special feature highlighted the Messianic prophecies and God’s promises to the Jewish 
people concerning their future and land. This Bible, with striking illustrations of the Star of David and a 
menorah on the cover, continues to touch the hearts of Russian-speaking Jews in more than 15 countries – 
over half a million copies distributed. And The Star of David Bible is also available in other languages today.

 From its humble beginnings, at the proverbial kitchen table over two decades ago, MediaServe has 
grown into a ministry that reaches millions with God’s Word; Jews and Gentiles alike. Innovative and 
culturally sensitive literature has been developed – even an animated short film – and Christian workers 
in over 30 countries, primarily in Asia and Africa, are provided with tools for the harvest in 48 languages. 
All publications have a high scriptural content. And there are New Testaments, and even full Bibles, in a 
number of languages, often targeted to specific people groups.

 Now part of ServeNow, MediaServe continues to look to the Lord for keys to unlocking people’s 
hearts, working closely with those who use the materials. In many parts of the world, the church is growing 
at a tremendous rate, yet at the same time there’s a huge lack of Scriptures and other tools for evangelism 
and discipleship.
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Summer Camps in India
 This summer, ServeNow 
hosted 2 3-day camps in 
Northern India, for 95 kids. 
Ninety percent of these 
children do not come from 
Christian backgrounds. For 
some, it was the first time 
they got to sleep in a bed of 
their own.

 Many of the pastors who 
brought children from their 
villages have suffered much 
for the sake of the Gospel. 
One pastor brought 14 

children from villages far up 
the mountains. He said: Doing ministry is very difficult in this area. Many times I have faced 
strong opposition from the local people, and sometimes I’ve been beaten up. But we cannot deny 
the truth. In spite of opposition and persecution, the church is growing; during the past 4 years, 
we have seen about 30 families come to the Lord Jesus Christ. Last year, I brought 10 children 
from our region to the summer camp, and they all received Christ as their Lord. Those children 
are now growing strong in the Lord and through them, their parents are now coming to church 
as well. 

 Rebika is an 8-year-old girl who had only attended Sunday school for 3 months. When 
she heard about the summer camp, she got very excited. She was so happy that she could 
come along with the other children. She thoroughly enjoyed the songs, stories and activities 
in the camp. She also gave her heart to Jesus and received the God’s Love for You book.

 Pooja and her parents came to Christ through the ministry of one of the pastors. This 
was her first time at a summer camp. She said: I am glad that I was given the opportunity to 
come to this camp. I learned a lot from the teaching sessions and activities. This will help me 
grow in my new faith in Jesus. I thank ServeNow for this wonderful camp! I feel so encouraged 
and blessed; I will go home to my village and share with my non-Christian friends all that I have 
learned about Jesus.

Issue 3

Craft time at camp

by Arjun Dhakal

by Ben Foley

by Supratim Dey

Read about Pastor John Fride who had 
to walk 6 hours to and from church but 
now with his new bicycle he can spend 
more time on ministry.      See page 4

Issue 3

 Every week, many pastors in rural 
and remote parts of India and Uganda 
walk miles to faithfully serve their church 
and community. A bicycle can make a 
world of difference to these pastors, and 
this ministry of ServeNow helps “speed 
up” the spreading of the Good News! 

 Here are a few testimonies from 
pastors: Pastor John Fride, who lives 
quite far from his church, says: I had to 
walk 6 hours to and from church, 5 days 
a week. I am so grateful to ServeNow for 
this bicycle! This will allow me to give more 
time to ministry and less time walking.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Handing out Mosquito Nets in Nepal

Pastors trying out their new wheels

Sign up for a Blog!
Every week, ServeNow receives 
stories from around the world 

of lives being touched and 
transformed. Regular news 
programs are mostly full of 

negative stories; why not sign 
up to receive stories that report 
on what God is doing around 
the world? Visit our website at 

www.weservenow.org

 Pastor Mukisa Noah of Kyetika 
usually walks 10 miles to church, together 
with his wife. He says: I used to carry 
our 2-year-old child on my shoulders, 
which wasn’t always easy. Now that I have 
received a bicycle, transportation is much 
easier!

ServeNow Teams 2017
Why not plan a family mission trip for 2017? Vacations 
are great, but serving together as a family could really 
be a life-changing experience. Or maybe it is just 
you, or you and a friend 
that are feeling called 
or prompted to make a 
difference. Check out our 
updated mission trip page 
on our website and fill out 
an application form today!

Speeding 
up the 
Good 
News



  
 Every day, 23,000 people 
die in India; 6,000 of them die 
due to lack of proper medical 
attention and the lack of 
medical facilities. For every 
1,700 Indians, there is only 
one doctor. India is a nation 
of 1.3 billion people, and 70% 
of the population live in rural 
areas. Sadly, this results in 
people dying from diseases 
which could easily have been 
cured with basic medication. 
Situations in the slums are even 

worse; there is no proper sanitation or hygiene. Nearly 2 million children under the age of 5 die 
every year in India; 1 child every 15 seconds, which is the highest number anywhere in the world!

 Since 2014, ServeNow has conducted nearly 70 medical clinics in different areas of 
North Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Punjab, Orissa, West Bengal, Delhi, Kolkata 
and Hyderabad. Around 10,000 people have received medical attention and free medicines!

 Sanjib walked 3 miles to reach this village with his infant son when he heard 
about ServeNow’s free medical clinics. He shares: My child has been suffering from the 
flu for some days now, but I have not been able to visit the doctor, because the nearest 
doctor is 50 miles away. I am so thankful for this medical clinic! This humanitarian 
gesture paves a way for people to experience the great love that God has toward 
mankind. People suffering from hunger or poverty first need physical help. Showing 
God’s love in action is a powerful way to build bridges to these hurting people.

Medicine Paves Way for God’s Love

 This summer, ServeNow delivered 
clean water to 1,885 families in 24 villages, 
covering 5 states in India. This was double 
from what we had planned and budgeted, 
but made possible thanks to partners 
like you! People stood in line for hours 
to receive a liter of water. Those of lower 
caste were prevented from drawing water 
at all, even from polluted wells. In other 
places, people were fighting over water. 

 We ordered 1,000-gallon tanker 
trucks from local water companies, which 
we brought to each village twice a week. 
From there, volunteers from local churches 
served each family in their community. In 
several villages, this resulted in the Gospel 
being openly proclaimed for the first time! 
Meeting physical needs often leads to 
opportunities to meet spiritual needs and 
see lives transformed by the love of God!  

There were many touching testimonies. 
For example, one man said: I am very 
grateful to ServeNow for bringing safe 
drinking water to us during this scorching 
heat. We had nearly no water at all. My 
wife, children, and my old widowed mother 
are alive as a result of the Water for Life 
program. Here is another testimony, from 
Ranjit, who lives with her husband and 
3 children in a village. She used to walk 
about 2 kilometers to fetch water from an 
open cistern (meant for animals as well) 
where water is not clean. Sometimes she 
collapsed from dehydration after fetching 
one pot of water under the scorching sun. 
She said: We would not have survived this 
terrible summer if ServeNow had not come 
to our rescue with clean drinking water. I am 
so relieved that I don’t have to walk far each 
time I need water. Thank you, ServeNow!

Water for Life
 Maria and Maryana in Ukraine 
had dreamed and prayed about opening a 
bakery for girls at risk. In November 2015, 
their dream became a reality! And in the 
summer of 2016, the first group of girls 
graduated from ServeNow’s bakery program. 

 Maryana said: I grew up in an 
orphanage, but for the past 9 years I have been 
living with my foster family. Maria became 
like a mother to me; she helped me finish 
school and become a pastry chef. For 7 years, 
I worked in a café and dreamed of opening 
my own bakery. Maria shared my dream 
and we prayed for this together for several 
years. Through ServeNow, God answered 
our prayers and the bakery dream became 
a reality. It’s our desire that other girls from 
foster families will also learn how to bake and 
be able to get a job. I love teaching our students!

 Laura is one of the bakery graduates. 
She is 24 years old; her mother died when 
she was a young girl, and her father was 
never part of her life. She graduated 
from an orphanage for mentally retarded 
children with very low grades. In addition, 
she had problems with otitis and now 
has difficulty hearing. She says: The 
lessons at the bakery gave me confidence. 
I learned so many new things to bake, and 
I especially like to make croissants and 
biscuits! We look forward to welcoming the 
second group of bakery students this fall!

First Graduates

Laying a Strong Foundation

 In 2013, as soon as ServeNow’s first 
projects were launched, we realized that 
we needed New Testaments and Bibles in 
different languages. Having worked in the 
“Bible world” for most of my life, I knew 
immediately where to turn to: Frank Arthur, 
the founder of MediaServe, based in Uppsala, 
Sweden. We had worked together about 
25 years ago, which was before he started 
an organization that publishes Scripture 
materials in a variety of languages, at low cost.

 Yes, Frank had what we needed, 
and we purchased many New Testaments 
for India and Nepal. I could never have 
dreamed that, in early 2016, Frank Arthur 
and his board would hand over their 
entire worldwide ministry to ServeNow.

 

 Thus, ServeNow, through MediaServe, 
now provides Scriptures in faraway places 
such as Burma, Ethiopia and China, just to 
mention a few. Currently, we have at least one 
Scripture portion published in 48 languages.

 Together, we are also trying to meet the 
needs among refugees, especially in Europe. 
Plans are now in place for the production 
of Scriptures in Farsi, Arabic and Somali.

 There is nothing more solid than God’s 
Word as the foundation for all we do, whether 
in church, in our mission, or in our daily 
lives. That is why it is such a joy for ServeNow, 
together with MediaServe, to provide Bibles, 
New Testaments and Scripture booklets 
to people in the world who have never 
known God’s Word; these materials bring 
hope and life, and people realize that God 
does indeed speak their language as well.

School Without a Roof
 Uganda, twice the size of 
Pennsylvania, is situated in East Africa. 
Uganda has a population of about 39 
million people. In Uganda, poverty is the 
most critical problem. For children, the 
only way to break this vicious cycle, is the 
opportunity to receive a basic education. 
However, all education in the country entails 
school fees, school uniforms, text books
and day-to-day meals to survive. Many 
children live in rural areas, where they are 
often raised by a single mother or elderly 
grandparents who do their best to harvest 
enough crops on their small plots of land 
to pay for their children’s education. Those 
children are willing to walk for miles, just 
to be able to attend a village school. For the 
past 3 years, ServeNow has assisted in an 
effort to provide education to 3,000 children 
who live in dire conditions in remote areas. 
Over the years, a local charity called Imani 
Milele Children has developed 8 schools 
spread across the countryside of Uganda, 
where these 3,000 children are educated 
from Kindergarten through Middle School. 
 
 Even though the education is 
great, the infra-structure is crumbling. 
While one of the schools has up-to-date 
facilities, the other schools have class 
room buildings that are constructed of 
bamboo, straw and mud. As a result of 
termite infestation, these buildings are 
crumbling, on the verge of collapsing, 
even while the children are in school.

 Right now, ServeNow is providing 
their third brick classroom building, 
with quality brick walls and cement 
floors. Funding has been received for 
the fourth building as well, but the need 
beyond these buildings is still enormous.

 To be fully functional, the schools 
need a total of 40 more classroom 
buildings. Each building holds 2 classrooms 
and 1 teachers room. The cost for each 
building, completely finished, is $63,800.

 Who knows, perhaps you can also 
help provide a few bricks, along with 
your prayers. Or perhaps you have some 
friends who would like to join you as well. 
Call 719-900-1800 for more information.

 Zhenya is 14 years old. Her father died in the war in 
Eastern Ukraine about two and a half years ago. She is going 
through a very difficult time and sometimes acts aggressively 
with the other children. She admits that her anger and 
resentment are against the people who killed her father. At 
camp, she learned to make friends and enjoy life. She really 
liked all the games. She also loved acting on stage. In fact, this 
was a great achievement for her. Playing and working together 
as a team was also an important lesson for Zhenya to learn.

 Here in Ukraine, we are ministering together with the 
local churches to people in need. When children are invited to 
a summer camp through their local church, we know that there 
will be follow-up for them. Philadelphia Church in Irpen began 
to develop a ministry of mercy and charity. They offer help by bringing food parcels, organizing 
activities for children etc. to families who have lost loved-ones in the conflict zone. Through 
this ministry, they also invite children from non-Christian families to the summer camps.

 Our family has traveled all summer long, and not until last Sunday were we able 
to attend church in our home town Irpen. What a joy to see Zhenya and her friends in 
church! In fact, she sat right in front of us. I observed her during the service, and I noticed 
how she prayed, listened to the Word of God and took notes. I could not stop thanking 
God; at camp, she heard the Gospel message and prayed for the first time, now she 
is part of local church. Zhenya told us afterwards: The youth service is my favorite time.
The camps are not a standalone experience follow up helps to develop a deep rooted faith.

by Lars Dunberg

by Lars Dunberg

by Supratim Dey

by Supratim Dey
From Camp to Church by Tanya Shpygunova

by Tanya Shpygunova

Thankful for medicine and a booklet

 ServeNow has started an internship 
program for college kids looking to make 
an impact in the world and possibly even 
receive credit for a college course they are 
taking. Ideas include: recruiting people to 
go on ServeNow mission trips, organizing 
events to raise awareness and funding, 
developing a marketing strategy for The 
Basic Series books, researching foundations, 
writing ServeNow blog articles and 
more! Contact us for more information.

Interns!

Winter is approaching! This year we have a goal of providing at least 5,000 people 
in India and Nepal with a warm blanket and other winter coverings. If you have a 
ServeNow mason jar, where you have been collecting 
spare change, now is the time to count the change and 
send in a check for that amount! Every $10 could save 
the life of a child or elderly person during the cold!

You Can Make a Difference!

Monthly Giving
Did You Know?

Many of us pay for monthly services 
without even thinking about it and for 

services we no longer even use. However,  
that same amount, and even smaller 
amounts, can make a big difference 

around the world. For example, monthly 
subscription for Net-Flix: $12; Annual 
total: $144; Program: Mosquito Nets. 

By pledging the “Netflix rate,” you 
can protect 29 families from malaria. 
Or, monthly subscription for Costco 

membership: $4.50; Annual total: $54; 
For the same cost you could provide 40 
Christmas gifts for children in Ukraine! 

Sign up today to become a monthly 
ServeNow partner!


